INTRODUCTION TO BASIC SPECIAL EFFECTS

3 DAY WORKSHOP
WITH KENNEALLY FILMS
(As featured at Los Angeles Irish Film Festival USA and
Melbourne International Film Festival Australia)

Day 1: Introduction to stop motion animation

Introduction - Basics of the
medium and sculpting characters
and props using industrial artist
quality plasticine and materials, as
used by animators in the Aardman
series of films.

Intermediate - Movement,
photography and backgrounds.
How to get models to move in a
smooth and cinematic fashion.
Knowing what frame rate is best to
use.

Advanced - Using a variety of
models, props and backgrounds
with multiple animators all
interacting with each other to
create a more complex animated
scene.

Vokabulantis (2021)

Some of the famous stop motion characters throughout the years



Day 2: Practical and optical special effects
(green screen / blue screen)

Introduction - Basics of chroma
technology. How to make clothes change
colour and turn an ordinary T-Shirt into a
live TV-Shirt!

Intermediate - Decapitated limbs, objects
moving on their own, people disappearing
into thin air! These effects are featured
very prominently in the Ghostbusters,
Paranormal Activity and Harry Potter
franchises.

Advanced - Levitation / Use The Force.
This slightly more advanced application of
the same technique has been used in
productions such as Star Wars, Carrie,
X-Men, and most recently in the series
Stranger Things.

Star Wars Rogue One (2016)

Stranger Things (2016 - Present)



Day 3: Integrating stop motion animation with real life footage

On the final day of the workshop series, participants will take
elements of all six sections of the first two days and learn how to
seamlessly combine stop motion animation with chroma
technology.

The application of these effects can be used to bring stop motion
clay creatures to life and interact with real people and
environments, or manipulate the scale of objects as seen in the
film Honey | Shrunk The Kids.

At this stage they will devise, plan, perform and film short scenes,
and then integrate practically animated effects into the live action
film footage, resulting in an effect similar to films such as
Beetlejuice, Addams Family and Men In Black.

Ghostbusters: Afterlife (2021)



